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Dear Fellow-member of C.M.S., 

The Times for July 4, 1956, carried the 
1ews that on the previous day Pandit 
waharlal Nehru, Prime Minister of 
ndia, had become a Freeman of the City 
f London, a bare nine years after India 
had become a free country. One’s 
lagination plays with the thought of 
how agog with gossip would have been 
the coffee-houses of London on July 4, 
785, nine years after another Declara- 
tion of Independence, had they been fur- 
hed with the topic of George Wash- 
ston signing the same roll of fame and 
ceiving the same document of Free- 
dom! The fact that history sometimes 
records imaginative advances in human 
inderstanding is one of the more hope- 
ful things about history ! 

_ Speaking on that occasion Pandit 
Nehru said that the question arose as to 
ere exactly the Commonwealth must 
d. “TI cannot peek into history,” he 
ded, “but I would say, looking into 
st years, that it has led us closer to 
I presume it will lead us 
' “Amen” to that—for as 
India’s Prime Minister remarked not so 
ong ago, “The Commonwealth has a 
h of healing in it”. In a world as 
as this one we do well to safeguard 
' agency of health. This NEews- 
ER, then, aims to make a small con- 
ibution towards the sympathetic under- 
tanding of India. 


EARCH FOR SECURITY 


A careful appraisal of the motives 
hind India’s policies to-day appeared 
the Observer for April 8, 1956. These 
jotives can be summarized as a search 
> security—material, psychic, political. 
Material security in India is a matter 
d and health and is directly related 
population pressure. Lady Hartog in 
w very valuable little book, India: 
w Pattern quotes the Report of the 
isus Commissioner of India for 1953 
that in another thirty years the popu- 

will have risen to 520 million and 

untry be faced with catastrophe, un- 
can be the ‘near miracle’ of a 
movement in favour of family 


is Sonnexion I must draw the 
$ attention to a serious study of 
ole problem by S. Chandrasekhar 


+ Population and Planned Parent- 
a 


w 


hood in India. 


understanding of India. 


NEWS-LETTER 


NEW PATTERN IN INDIA 


Search for Security © 
Sense of Mission 
“ Pulling the pattern together ”’ 


Presenting Christ to India 
to-day 


In the course of his 
argument the author touches on the 
problem of morbidity :. 


“There are many who do not die,” he 
writes, “ but who cannot be counted among 
the truly living, healthy, active and gain- 
fully employed because of the shocking 
nature of Indian morbidity ... Diseases end- 
ing in deaths are said to be selective in the 
sense that they wipe out the weaker element 
but they cannot be said to improve the 
quality of those who narrowly escape death. 
If morbidity statistics, such as they are in 
India, are interpreted in this manner, the 
resulting picture in terms of health and 
vitality is too grim to need any comment.” 

In the light of the above quotations 
the comment of the Observer that Indians 
are “ obsessed with the need for security 
in a way that only a starving man can 
understand” becomes intelligible. But 
the words which immediately follow 
should give us pause—‘‘and we of the 
West are not starving”. That fact has 
a good deal to do with our Western mis- 


Psychic security. This is a_ subtler 
matter. It is concerned with India’s past 
humiliation by the domination of a con- 
queror “ who practised racialism ”. 

“Indians, particularly the educated ones, 
aspire never to be dominated again, never 
again to be put in a position where they need 
feel inferior, epecially racially, even by 
implication.” 

Self-respect, we remember, is an 
important element in psychic security. 


Political security. If India is to solve 
her problems she needs peace above 
everything. Her great political experi- 
ment, one of the most exciting constitu- 
tional experiments in the world of our 
time, has to be conducted in a setting of 
acute political tensions. This helps to 
explain India’s neutralism. And that 
neutralism is in turn sharpened by .the 
dispute over Kashmir. For Kashmir is 


India’s back door as well as Pakistan’s 
back door. There is an ominous knock- 
ing on that back door which helps to 
explain the tragically unresolved conflict 
between these two natural partners, India 
and Pakistan. 


SENSE OF MISSION 


We must try to understand this 
obsession with security but we shall 
gravely misunderstand India if we think 
of her as being just negatively obsessed. 
Side by side with this very natural pre- 
- occupation with survival there is also in 
India a sense of mission. This was bril- 
liantly -interpreted by Mr. Francis 
Watson on the Third Programme earlier 
in the year and his talk was reported in 
The Listener for January 12, 1956 under 
the title Holier than Thou? In that 
broadcast he spoke of the idea deep in 
the hearts of many Indians of “the con- 
secration of Indian nationalism”. An 
outcome of India’s struggle for indepen- 
dence this idea takes form in the pro- 
position “ that what was being demanded 
and fought for was God’s will for India, 
and through India for the world”. That 
is essentially a religious idea. I quote 
from the last paragraph of that broad- 
cast, a passage which deserves medita- 
tion: 


“India is disturbed to-day by deep 
psychological conflicts and her ability to 
resolve them depends to some extent on her 
decision as to what it means to be Indian. 
Many factors conspire to give her, as a 
nation, the sense of a mission in the world. 
We ourselves have a part in that conspiracy, 
and we ourselves have historical experience 
of a national zeal which was not always 
appreciated abroad. The quickest way to a 
reputation for hypocrisy is to be put in a 
position where principles have to be com- 
romised with statecraft. But it is the 
Tagmentation of life that India still resists 
—the proposition that business is business 
and politics are politics, the nice distinctions 
between religion and philosophy and the 
contempt for mere “metaphysics”. It is 
perhaps no bad thing that from time to time 
men should sit under trees and try to pull 
the whole pattern together again.” 


One of those thus engaged to-day is the 
Indian historian and statesman Shri 
Panikkar, and in his most recent book 
Hindu Society at Cross Roads we see a 
sincere attempt to pull the pattern 
together again. Here we can watch a 
sincere Hindu wrestling with the social 
by-products of Hinduism and appealing 
from them to what he believes to be the 
inner core of Hindu spirituality. Let him 
who has never tried to do the same thing 
by the Christian religion cast the first 
stone! And if the reader be left with 
the overwhelming conviction, as I was, 
that the appeal must fail, let him beware 
of imagining that disillusionment with 


than to Christ. 


-To which we may add that it is part of 


‘pattern together” might appropriately 
ull ” 


Hinduism must necessarily lead Indians’ 
to Christ. Unless the Christian Church | 
in India, and elsewhere, can become 
infinitely more challenging in the quality 
of its witness than it is at the present 
moment, disillusionment with Hinduism 
will be more likely to lead to nihilism 


Another little book shows a different 
approach to “pulling the pattern 
together”. This is Cultural Foundations 
of Indian Democracy. Edited by two 
Christian Indians it is a series of studies 
by a number of Indians, non-Christians 
as well as Christians, in which the 
attempt is made to discover within the 
rich storehouse of India’s culture and 
history, some of those patterns of thought 
and action which can make of imported | 
Western political forms something truly 
Indian. This is a quest of more than 
ordinary consequence. 


These two books in different ways con- 
tribute to an understanding of the 
positive mood in India to-day. To help 
the reader to put these two books, and 
indeed India herself, in the wider per- 
spective of what is happening throughout | 
Asia, I would commend with enthusiasm | 
that quite brilliant Penguin Book Spot-- 
light on Asia, by Guy Wint. In a' 
benevolent autocracy this would be com- 
pulsory reading for all members of the 
Church Missionary Society and of other 
societies! For India must be seen, 
watched, listened to, understood, above 
all loved ‘as part of that Asia about which 
everything is uncertain. And surely Guy 
Wint is right when in his conclusion he 
says of Asia that “the greatest un- 
certainty of all is the future of religion”. 


the essential meaning of the Christian 
doctrine of Assurance that we can greet 
the uncertainties of religion with a cheer. 


«PULLING THE PATTERN 
TOGETHER” 


Against this total background let us 
turn to consider just one part of the 
Christian witness in India. For we 
believe that the Christian faith has a 
decisive part to play in “pulling the 
pattern together”. This month, indeed, 
we celebrate with thanksgiving to God 
that adventure into “ togetherness ” which 
was sealed nine years ago when over one 
million of our fellow-Christians in India 
agreed that talking about “ pulling the 


be replaced by some actual “ ng”. 
The danger that our thanksgivings for the 
inauguration of the Church of South 
India may be romantic and irrelevant can 
best be safeguarded against by our deter- 
mination to pray for those engaged in 


. 


North India and Ceylon, for the negotia- 
tions in Britain between the Church of 
England and the Church of Scotland, 
and between the Church of England and 
‘the Methodist Church: by reminding 
ourselves of the “ Evanston *” message to 
our local congregation: by individually 
“seeking peace and ensuing it” with 
those of other traditions than our own, 
‘something which cannot be done in 
splendid isolation, Thanksgiving, prayer 
and effort of this kind would do more 
‘than anything else to give a new depth to” 
the whole enterprise of Christian co- 
operation to-day. = 

And from such an endeavour we 
should come with renewed vision and 
determination to pray for the Church of 
South India. “Pulling the pattern 
together” is not easy. Our fellow- 
Christians in South India are sinners like 
ourselves. There are those there who 
would almost appear to be trying to pull 
the pattern apart: others are pulling un- 
evenly and out of rhythm: yet others 
are not pulling at all. We shall best 
pray for the Christians in South India 
if we visualize them as distressingly like 
ourselves. 


But we shall only persevere in spite of 
that depressing similarity if we hold fast 
to the triumphant assurance that the 
Lord Christ upon whom we rely for 
salvation, for inspiration, for direction, 
is their Christ also. Perhaps we shall dis- 
cover Him in our midst as we see Him in 
their midst. 


And surely one evidence of His pres- 
‘ence in South India is the whole mood 
‘of the Synod of the Church of South 
India as it met in January of this year 
1956. That mood can be discerned in 
the following extract from the Report of 
‘its General Secretary: 

“This meeting was, in the opinion of 
everyone, the best ever, mainly because of 
the intense devotional atmosphere which 
} P vailed throughout. The daily cele- 
bration of the Holy Communion every 


ation on the part of the Church. This 
‘Synod was also remarkable for the high 
Jevel of its thinking, which centred round 
‘ main. theme ‘Presenting Christ to India 


SENTING CHRIST TO 

. TO-DAY 

ects of this presentation call 
note and prayer. 


1e negotiations for Church Union in 


‘tensions in Nandyal and elsewhere. 


First, the Church of South India is 
seriously grappling with its own internal 
strains and stresses. The Union itself led to 
t There 
is general consent that relations in these 
areas are now very much happier. Every 
triumph over divisiveness within the life of 
the Church helps to present Christ to India 
as the healer of division. Here there is 
much for which to thank God even though 
there remains much more of the promised 
land of real unity to be possessed. 


Second, the Church of South India is 
seeking to widen the range of its unity. Two 
more councils of the Basel Mission Church 
(the Reformed Tradition) of the West 
Coast, and the Arcot Lutheran Church have 
indicated their desire to join the Church 
of South India. Meanwhile discussions 
with the Federation of Evangelical Lutheran 
Churches of South India have been so en- 
couraging that the Theological Commissions 
of the Lutherans and the Church of South 
India have recommended to their respective 
Churches that agreements in doctrine 
“warrant a closer fellowship than now 
exists”. Organic Union may be some way 
ahead, but real progress has been made. 


Third, the impulse towards evangelism 
which was both cause and effect of the in- 
auguration of the Church of South India 
shows no signs of abating but rather of 
increasing. To an already rising tide of 
evangelistic zeal the recent visit of Dr. Billy 
Graham has given an added impetus. 


But there are more kinds of evangelism 
than one. The following is an extract 
from a letter from one of our mission- 
aries: 

“This term too has seen the beginning of 
the best students’ group I have ever been 
privileged to lead in India. Students who 
get admission to medical colleges are the 
cream of India, of course, and this term a 
group of eight or so students, including our 
own Principal’s son, have been coming to 
my house regularly for Bible study from 
the Travancore Medical College, about a 
mile up the road,leaving usually only a 
little before midnight. We studied Nehemiah 
to begin with, and I tried to show how 
Nehemiah was successful as a_ builder 
because he knew what he was trying to do, 
because he knew what his end was. After 
several weeks, these boys decided they did 
not really know what their end was, and 
thought they ought to set aside a week to 
consider this. We have moved on from 
there now, and it is evident that the whole 
group has grown enormously in cohesion, 
in clarity of purpose, in boldness and readi- 
ness to accept burdens of prayer, and have 
really had to face the onslaughts of evil. 
This is the more remarkable as these boys 
bring a breath of fresh air with them, 
because they have real doubts, serious ones, 
not the little pious questions that pass for 
doubts among the common run of students, 
who are afraid to ask and have been 
generally discouraged from asking the more 
shattering questions about our faith, the 
questions that either make or break you. 
The holiday intervened in our group meet- 


ings, but God willing, it is my aim next O Tree of Calvary, 

term to see this group lead its own study send your roots deep down 

fully and really become an evangelistic body into my heart. 

in the Medical College where, in the eager Gather together the soil of my heart 
minds up there, there is a ready field for a the aindeion my fickleness, ae: 


yunle: £08pel, the stones of my stubbornness, 


“a 


Out of the heart of this evangelistic the mud of my desires. 
concern in India has come a book of Bind them all together, 
poems which breathe the authentic air O Tree of Calvary, 
of that land, which are full of the spirit interlace them with Thy strong roots, 
of worship and adoration, and which do entwine them with the network 
not burke the tremendous task which lies of Thy love. 


ahead if the Church in India is in a new So let us pray for India and for our- 
way to communicate the Gospel to her selves. 

peoples. Chandran Devanesen has pub- Your sincere friend, 

lished these poems under the title The 

Cross is Lifted. One of them, a medita- 

tion on the Cross entitled “Send your 

roots deep down” is of more than per- 

sonal application. It applies to the whole 


_task of presenting Christ to India to-day.. General Secretary 
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BOOKS OF THE MONTH 


*tSpotlight on Asia, by Guy Wint. (Penguin Books, 1955.) 2s. 6d., by post 2s. 10d. 


tHindu Society at Cross Roads, by K. M. Panikkar. (Asia Publishing House, Bombay, 1955.) 
4 rupees 8 annas (6s. 9d.), by post 7s. 3d. 


+}Cultural Foundations of Indian Democracy, edited by P. D. Devanandan and M. M. Thomas. 
(Y.M.C.A. Publishing House, Calcutta 16, 1955.) 1 rupee 8 annas (2s. 3d.), by post 
2s. 9d. 


*Population and Planned Parenthood in India, by S. Chandrasekhar. (Allen & Unwin, 1955.) 
12s. 6d., by post 13s. 6d. 


*tIndia : New Pattern, by Lady Hartog. (Allen & Unwin, 1955.) 12s. 6d., by post 13s. 6d. 


+The Cross is Lifted, by Chandran Devanesen. (Friendship Press Inc., New York, N.Y., 1954.) 
$1.00 (7s.), by post 7s. 6d. 


*Obtainable from C.M.S. Publishing Department. +These books should be ordered direct. 
tMay be borrowed from C.M.S. Library. “4 


